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World Studies  

Chapter 9 The French Revolution and Napoleon 1789-1815 

Anticipation Guide 
Directions: Reach each of the following statements. In the left column, before reading decide if the following statements are true or 

false and then circle your answer. Then after reading the summary on the back, answer the questions again in the right column. 

Correct each false statement (in the after reading column) to make it true.  

Before 

Reading Be sure to correct the false statements! 
After 

Reading 

T F 
1. Poverty and deep social divisions were the backdrop of the French Revolution. 

T F 

T F 

2. The rich aristocracy broke off from the Estates-General to form a National 

Assembly.  T F 

T F 
3. The Bastille was one part of France's legislative body, the Estates-General. 

T F 

T F 

4. America's Declaration of Independence and Constitution inspired France's 

Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen. T F 

T F 
5. France's King Louis XIV was taken captive by the Paris Commune.  

T F 

T F 

6. During the first years of the French Revolution, the King was able to flee to 

Great Britain and safety.  T F 

T F 
7. European states supported the spread of revolution in France.  

T F 

T F 

8. A Committee of Public Safety was formed and it conducted a 12-month Reign 

of Terror during which 40,000 people were executed.  T F 

T F 
9. The leader of the Reign of Terror was Napoleon Bonaparte. 

T F 

T F 

10. According to the Constitution produced in 1785, France would be ruled by a 

two-house legislative body and an executive committee.  T F 

T F 
11. The Directory asked Napoleon Bonaparte to take over the government.  

T F 

T F 
12. Napoleon had absolute power and became Emperor of France.  

T F 

T F 

13. The Napoleonic Code took away many of the rights the people had gained 

during the revolution.  T F 

T F 

14. Napoleon made a disastrous attempt to invade Great Britain which ultimately led 

to his defeat.  T F 

T F 

15. Napoleon was exiled from France but escaped and defeated a combined Prussian 

and British army at Waterloo.  T F 



 

Directions: Answer the following questions from the summary reading on the following page. 

 

16. Name the two things that provided the backdrop of the French Revolution. 

 

17. Why did commoners break off from the Estates-General and what did they form? 

 

18. What event marked the start of the French Revolution and why did it happen? 

 

19. What documents inspired the Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen? 

 

20. Why were European states (countries) planning to invade France? 

 

21. What did the formation of the Committee of Public Safety lead to in France and how many people were 

executed? 

 

22. What was the Directory and what happened to it? 

 

 

23. Define coup d' état and what was the new government called? 

 

24. Where was Napoleon finally defeated and what happened to him? 

 

25. Look at the pictures in Chapter 9 and tell four things you learned. Give the page number and be specific 

in your answers. For example, don't just say fighting. Tell who is fighting or what they are fighting.  

 



World Studies 

Chapter 9 The French Revolution and Napoleon 1789-1815 

Anticipation Guide 

Poverty and deep social divisions were at the root of the French Revolution. The Third 

Estate, the vast majority of the French people, was heavily taxed and discontented. On the eve 

of the revolution, financial crisis gripped the government of Louis XVI. Rather than accept 

higher taxes, the commoners in France's legislative body, the Estates-General, broke off to form 

a National Assembly. Anticipating an attack by the king's forces, commoners stormed the 

Bastille prison, marking the start of the Revolution. The new Assembly took control of the 

Catholic Church and adopted the Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen. The 

document was inspired by the English Bill of Rights and the American Declaration of 

Independence and Constitution. The Assembly then wrote a new constitution establishing a 

limited monarchy and a Legislative Assembly. France was soon at war with Austria, where 

some feared the revolution might spread. Louis XVI was taken captive by the Paris Commune. 

The Commune forced the Legislative Assembly to suspend the monarchy and to call for a 

National Convention. The revolution entered a more violent phase. 

During the first years of the revolution, a republic was established, Louis XVI was 

executed, and thousands of people were killed on suspicion of opposing the revolution. While 

factions within France fought for control, European states fearing the spread of revolution made 

plans to invade France. The National Convention responded by forming a Committee of Public 

Safety. The committee led a 12-month Reign of Terror, executing close to 40,000 suspected 

enemies and expunging signs of Catholic influence. The committee also raised the largest army 

in European history and repelled the invading armies. With the crisis past, the National 

Convention ended the Reign of Terror and executed its zealous leader, Maximilien Robespierre. 

Power shifted into the hands of more moderate middle-class leaders who produced a 

constitution in 1795. The constitution called for a two-house legislative body and an executive 

committee, called the Directory. The Directory faced mounting problems. In 1799 a popular 

general, Napoleon Bonaparte, seized power in a coup d'état. 

Napoleon formed a new government, the consulate, in which he held absolute power. In 

1804 he crowned himself emperor. Two years earlier, he signed a peace treaty with Russia, 

Great Britain, and Austria. At home, he made peace with the Catholic Church and created a 

functioning bureaucracy. The Napoleonic Code preserved many of the rights gained in the 

revolution. War was soon renewed. By 1807, Napoleon had created a French empire. In parts of 

the empire, Napoleon sought to spread the revolution. However, his invasions contributed to the 

spread of nationalism. This, along with British sea power, would spell his defeat. After a 

disastrous invasion of Russia, other European nations attacked Napoleon's army and captured 

Paris. Napoleon was exiled from France, and the monarchy was restored. Napoleon returned to 

power briefly, only to face final military defeat against a combined Prussian and British force at 

Waterloo and to be exiled once again. 

 


