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The Rise of Dictators 

Europe Goes to War Again! 
 

 

 

Italy 

 Changes in the rest of the world were important to the future of the United States. In 1922, Benito 

Mussolini became the leader of Italy. He promised to make Italy as great as the Roman Empire. So he had 

roads built, swamps drained for farmland, and the army was made much bigger. Italy even took over two more 

colonies. But even for Italians, things started getting worse. Mussolini’s Fascist Party used fear to keep the 

people in line. As dictator, Mussolini’s word was law. His nickname was “Il Duce” or the leader. His secret 

police made sure everyone obeyed the law. Jail, beatings and death waited for anyone who went against the 

dictator.  

 

1. Who rose to power in Italy? 

 

2. What had he promised the Italian people? 

 

3. What was the name of the new party in Italy? 

 

4. How did they keep people in line? 

 

5. Define Fascism  

 

Germany 

 North of Italy, another nation came under the power of a ruthless dictator. Adolf Hitler, leader of the 

Nazi Party, took charge of Germany in 1933. Its symbol was the swastika. The German people had been in a 

depression even worse than the U.S. They, too, turned to a new leader who promised to recapture the land taken 

from them at the end of WWI. He laid out his plan while in prison in a book called Mein Kampf (My Struggle). 

Once Hitler, “Der Fuher”, had gained control of the government, the secret police, or Gestopo, used prison, 

torture of even death to make sure the dictator’s orders were followed. In Germany, the life of the Jewish people 

became one of constant fear. Hitler blamed the Jews for Germany’s depression. Jews lost their homes, their 

businesses, and their lives. On the nights of November 9 and 10, 1938. Jewish homes were ransacked in 

numerous German cities along with 8,000 Jewish shops, towns, and villages as civilians destroyed buildings 

with sledgehammers, leaving streets covered in glass. Kristallnacht means “night of broken glass.” 

 

6. Who was the new leader of Germany?  

 

7. What was his political party and symbol? 

 

8. Describe his promise to the Germany People? 

 

9. What was Mein Kampf? 

 

10. What was the Gestapo?  

 

11. Why did Hitler target the Jews? 

 

12. Define kristallnacht. 



 

Japan 

On the other side of the world, the island nation of Japan was governed by an emperor Hirohito. They 

were looking for lands to conquer. In 1933, the Japanese army marched into Manchuria, in northern China. 

 

13. Who was the leader of Japan? 

 

14. What country did they march into in 1933? 

 

Conquest and Appeasement 

In 1935, Mussolini’s Italian army invaded the free African nation of Ethiopia, who was quickly 

defeated. Ethiopia’s ruler was quickly defeated and appealed to the League of Nations for help. The League did 

not give military help, but did ask nations not to trade with Italy. The League collapsed shortly after this.  

In 1935, Hitler reclaimed the Saar region from France. Then in 1936, Germany invaded the Rhineland 

between Germany and France. In 1938, he annexed Austria. Later that year, he invaded the Sudetenland, the 

Western part of Czechoslovakia. Six months later, he took the rest.  

The rest of the world was not ready for war. At the Munich Conference Britain and France believed it 

was easier to led the dictators continue than to fight them. This is called Appeasement. This policy gave Hitler 

another year to get stronger. In 1939, Germany and the Soviet Union (led by communist dictator Joseph Stalin) 

signed a non-aggression pact that would allow them to divide Poland and them to remain friends. On September 

1, Hitler’s troops invaded Poland.  

On September 3, 1939 Great Britain and France declared war on Germany. The Soviet Union invaded 

Poland to help Germany and get land for itself. Europe was again at war! 

 

15. Where did Italy invade in 1935? 

 

16. Identify the following acts of aggression by Hitler. 

 

a. 1936 

 

b. 1938 

 

17. At the Munich Conference, Britain and France agreed to appeasement. What is this and what was the 

result? 

 

 

18. With whom did Germany make a deal to divide Poland? 

 

19. Identify Joseph Stalin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Entire nations were conquered by Germany in few days or weeks. They used a strategy called “blitzkrieg” 

or lightning war. Countries such as Denmark, Norway, Belgium, Holland and France were captured by German 

forces. British and French troops were pushed back to into the sea at Dunkirk. British boats and ships, from 

warships to rowboats, crossed the English Channel to save their soldiers. A third of a million soldiers were 

taken to England. This left Britain fighting alone. Almost at once the Battle of Britain began. Winston 

Churchill, the new Prime Minister urged them to “never surrender: no matter what the odds. As many as a 

thousands German planes a day flew over Great Britain, bombing and killing British pilots. Outnumbered as 

much as 20 to 1, attacked Germans again and again. Radar helped the British hold off the Germans. German 

loses became so great that the bombing of Britain ended.  

 

20. Define blitzkrieg. 

 

21. Identify the Battle of Britain. 

 

22. Identify Winston Churchill 

 

Meanwhile, China was suffering from Japanese attacks. The only thing that saved the Chinese army from 

complete defeat was the great size of the Chinese nations. Japan had only so many soldiers; they could not be 

everywhere at once. Other nations in Southeast Asia watched Japan in fear. Their turn was coming soon.  

In 1941, Germany attacked the Soviet Union. Treaties and promises did not mean much to Hitler. Europe 

and Asia became one huge battleground. Germany, Italy, and Japan had formed the Axis Powers. 

 

23. What country was attacked by Japan in 1936? 

 

24. What nations formed the Axis Powers? 

 

Americans were once again remaining neutral. Congress even passes neutrality laws saying that the U.S. 

would have nothing to do with any nations at war. All sales had to be cash-and-carry, no credit. Finally, when 

it was almost too late, the United States did begin to build its army and navy a little. The Lend Lease Act was 

passes which let the President sell or loan war materials to nations whose safety was important to us. The main 

issue in the election of 1940was the war. The Republicans nominated Wendell Wilkie. FDR broke tradition and 

decided to run for a third term. The public supported FDR making him the only third (and fourth) term 

Presidents of the United States.  

 

25. What was the U.S. response to war in Europe? 

 

26. Explain the difference between the Cash and Carry Policy and the Lend Lease Act.  

 

 

 

27. What precedent was broken in the 1940 election? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


